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editor’s note
Once upon a
time in a great
and beautiful
land a people
hoped, believed
and worked to
create a great
society.  Over
time, what peo-
ple depended on

to help them create the great
society— a free press— worked
less and less.

A free press, dedicated to honest
information reaching the major-
ity, was gradually replaced by
six companies which came to
control nearly all of the nation’s
information.

People and organizations dedi-
cated to building a great society—
small locally-owned businesses,
working families and ordinary
Americans— paid the price for
living in a society without a free
press.

In this nation, conceived in the
enlightened idea of equality,
twenty people came to have
more wealth than 150 million of
the people combined. Small
businesses— the backbone of
the economy— came to receive
less than 1 percent of available
US household investment capi-
tal, despite producing half the
nation's GDP, nearly all new
jobs, and half the US payroll.
Union membership— a pillar of
keeping middle class incomes
high— was decimated, declining
from 22 percent under the
Clinton administration to .only
12 percent today.

And it would have continued
like this had it not been for a
small, locally-owned business in
California with a very big idea
which published a free, printed
news magazine called The
Reader.  Over 15 years the little
company grew by providing
390,000 people in California
the kind of information a free
press was supposed to provide
people, including an under-
standing of how the system had
come to fail them.

The people loved it. They saw in
its stories the old hopes, beliefs
and work they now knew was
needed to create a great society.
So did the owners of small busi-

nesses and local organizations
which advertised alongside
these stories.

The story might have ended
there except for one small
fact.  The team at The Reader
realized that what no single
major media company had—
despite their tremendous con-
trol together— was a way to
reach every single American,
free. And so they began to create
the plan for bringing the same
information helping working
families, small businesses and
organizations dedicated to the
public interest, to every
American, free.

See the world we are creating at:
www.reader.us/effect

CHRIS THEODORE
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The people saw in its stories the 
old hopes, beliefs and work needed 

to create a great society.

”
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SWETLANA WALEBER
____________________

We all share common struggles regardless of our
circumstances. We are all trying to raise good
kids, be good citizens, find a bit of happiness.
Relating to each other will ultimately bind us
together.

EDWIN SUM 
____________________

We are so quick to close off, block and unfriend
each other over differences of opinion. It is good
to have strong ideas and values but we will only
grow as people if we talk to each other. We need
to not be afraid of being wrong. 

GARY SAINT GERMAIN 
____________________

This election revealed that there’s little that binds
us together. We fool ourselves into thinking we
are all on the same page but many feel excluded
and ignored. As a teacher, I’ve witnessed kids
play together blind to their differences— but
along the way, we lose that innocence.

LAURA JORDAN 
____________________

Love and respect for family, others, and our 
community has the power to unite us. It is in our
power to build community, to help one another, 
to go in the way of love.

CARL CHRISTION  
____________________

It can be anything really— music, art, work,
shared interests. Finding common ground is a
start to connecting on a deeper level.

PRISCILLA GEORGE
____________________

When a crisis occurs people and communities
band together, put aside differences, identify with
those in crisis, and then work toward solutions
that would be in the best interest of everyone.
This shouldn’t only happen in times of crisis. 
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take a stand

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
Have a great answer to the question?

Send it to: questions@readermagazine.net

THE PEOPLE SPEAK
What has the power to bind us together? 

Interviews by BOO RIVERA, Photography by OLIVIA LANZA
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ADDRESS LETTERS TO:
5 E. Citrus Ave., Suite 103
Redlands, CA 92373

by EMAIL:  letters@readermagazine.net
COMMENT at www.reader.usletters

“All I can say is
‘bravo’ for putting
this out there [Dream
a World Anew: Racial
Equality in America,

Fall 2016]. It is indeed important
to place current tragic relations
between minority groups, 
specifically Black men, and the
police into historical perspective
and thereby elevate these often
undermined occurrences to
deserve the weight of history 
and the call to action… change
is needed and demanded by the
many voices, including yours,
lent to the Black Lives Matter
movement. Thank you and
bravo!”
— Al Rodriguez

“I like getting The Reader but I
didn’t like this edition. I tried to
keep an open mind as I read it
but including Malcolm X was a
miss in my opinion [Malcolm X
and America by Chris Hedges, Fall
2016]. I have to tell you that it
was too one-sided. I would like
to have read an article from the
perspective of law enforcement.
I think that the news drums up a
lot of sensationalism and that
effects the perception of these
stories. It isn’t really about race
in my opinion— it’s about good
guy versus bad guy.”
— Trish Dennert

“My daughter is 4 years old and
I had a scare last month when
she went missing for 2 hours at 
a theme park— I can’t imagine
feeling so alone in a time of
need as the family in the cover
story [The Police & Black America
by Nikole Hannah-Jones, Fall 2016]
and not having the confidence in
calling the police for help. This
article shows me how people are
feeling and I get it now and it is
really sad and it is up to all of us
to change the system so that no
American feels this way.”
—Mandy Jarvey

“I had kept a copy of
the Unstoppable issue
[Unstoppable: The
Global Revolution of
the Heart & Why Love

is the Next World System, Summer
2012] and in reading it again, 
I take comfort to know that 
there are powerful voices like
yours fighting the good fight. I
actually smirk thinking how this
magazine is packaged in such an
unassuming way and packs such
a punch. A lot of what is in this
old issue is relevant now. As a
Jewish American, I also want to
thank you for the powerful essay
you included [Lest We Forget by
Chris Theodore, Summer 2012]—
let us hope that in light of 
current circumstances, we never
forget.”
— Jacob Aberman



SIGN YOUR NAME TO THE 
DECLARATION OF LOCAL INDEPENDENCE

AND CREATE A BETTER COMMUNITY.

www.localindependence.com
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ideas
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“Many of us actually seem more
committed to our point of view
about terrorism, gun violence, and
other issues than we are to actually
solving the problems.”  
— Mark Gerzon

“What happened in America on
Election Day should not be seen as a
victory for hatefulness over decency.
It is more accurately understood as 
a repudiation of the American 
power structure, including the old
Democratic Party.”
— Robert Reich

“The peaceful transition of power 
is one of the hallmarks of our
democracy.”
— Barack Obama

“Normalizing racism is an act of
racism. Rationalizing or ignoring
sexual violence is violence.”  
— Raphael Bob-Waksberg

“Let’s get to work! The next election
will be held Tuesday, November 6,
2018. All 435 seats in the House of
Representatives and 33 of the 100
seats in the Senate will be contested.”
— The Brand New Congress Initiative

“Liberals condemn the stereotyping
of Latinos or Muslims but have been
quick to stereotype Trump voters.”  
— Nicholas Kristof

“Well, Mr. Trump, we have a list of
everything that you said. And we are
going to hold you accountable. If
those promises turn out to be hol-
low, if they were nothing more than
campaign rhetoric, we will not only
oppose your economic policies, we
will expose the hypocrisy as well.” 
— Bernie Sanders 

“History will judge this country—
our leaders, our media-entertain-
ment complex, ourselves, and our
fellow citizens— harshly for electing
Donald Trump. But if we withdraw
and abandon those who feel most
threatened by the result— Muslim
Americans, Hispanic Americans,
LGBTQ Americans, women, 
inner-city youth— history will 
never forgive us.”  
— D.D. Guttenplan 

verbatim
don’t mind us we’re just
BUILDING A GREAT

COMMUNITY

TO: YOU

FROM: BUSINESSES IN THIS READER

DID YOUKNOW?

Our choice to advertise in 
The Reader instead of something
with just advertising is testament

to our belief that you’re more 
than a consumer, you’re a citizen. 

Through The Reader we give you a 
local method of…

keeping the powerful 
accountable

sharing knowledge with 130,000
people in our community without

broadband internet

enabling people to monitor 
how government is performing 

we’re also helping recirculate
thousands of dollars in our 

community every month through
The Reader’s Local 

Independence Campaign 

which adds up to responsible 
advertising, responsible business,

and a better community.



ENTER by mail or email a photo of this page to contests@readermagazine.net 
A winner is randomly selected from all correct entries and receives $100 in 
gift certificates to businesses advertising in The Reader. Congratulations to the
winner of the Nine Lives that Shaped America contest: Pat Tabbut. 
Answer key: D, H, G, I, F, E, A, C, B.

contest
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We’ve all seen a hoax
(or ten)… 

Test your skills at 
spotting the fakes. 

A

FALSIFIED CORROBORATION

FROM CREDIBLE NEWS OUTLETS

WITH FAKE LINKS

B

THE WEBSITE HAS MANY

APPENDAGES SUCH AS

.COM.CO.US OR .COM.INFO

C

CLICK THE PHOTO INSTEAD OF

THE TEXT AND YOU’LL GET A 

DIFFERENT STORY 

D

THE SOURCE SHOWN IS A 

CREDIBLE NEWS OUTLET BUT

LINKS TO ANOTHER STORY

E

MULTIPLE SITES PICK UP A VIRAL

THREAD LINKED FROM ONE

UNVETTED SOURCE 

F

REVERSE IMAGE SEARCHING 

AN UNBELIEVABLE PHOTO

REVEALS NOTHING

G

THE LINKS LINK TO OTHER LINKS

BUT NO STORY IS FOUND TO BE

READ OR VIEWED

H

CREDIBLE PHOTOS AND 

CREDIBLE STORIES MASHED UP

CREATE THE INCREDIBLE

I

IT’S SAID THAT HISTORY REPEATS

ITSELF BUT SOMETIMES IT

DOESN’T HAVE A DATE

J

IF THE SOURCE PUBLISHES 

TOO-GOOD-TO-BE-TRUE STORIES

OFTEN, IT IS

OUT-LIAR

®
........

THE ECHO 

®
........

HOAX THIS 

®
........

THE FLYING PIG

®
........

DETAILED DECEPTION

®
........

CUT THE NOISE

®
........

PICTURE DISS

®
........

THE OCTOPUS

®
........

DATE THIS 

®
........

DEJA VU 

®



CONTINUES ON PAGE 12
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In the twenty-first century, Big
Brother isn’t watching you. You
are watching Big Brother— a
24/7 spin cycle of pundits and
sound bites— an information
cacophony managed not by the
ink-stained wretches of old, not
by journalists struggling in
their imperfect way to speak
truth to power, but by power
itself.

Without a democratic interven-
tion of the boldest sort, Big
Brother will prevail.

It would horrify Orwell to see
the signs that journalism is
dying. He was, first and fore-
most, a journalist— a hard-
working reporter who followed
stories to the impoverished
backstreets of Depression-era
cities, the outposts of empire
and the battlefields that would
spawn World War II. Orwell
comforted the afflicted and

afflicted the comfortable. He
spoke truth to power. And he
gave the powerless the informa-
tion they needed to assert their
claim on a fair share of the
common wealth.

But journalism, as Orwell knew
it, is being buried along with an
old-media system that, because
of its manifest failures, proba-
bly deserves to disappear. No
one weeps for the failed media
structures that are dying today.
But we cannot allow the disap-
pearance of journalism. As goes
journalism, so will go American

democracy. James Madison
was right when he said, “A peo-
ple who mean to be their own
governors, must arm them-
selves with the power knowl-
edge gives.”

Journalism is what traditional-
ly armed we the people with the
knowledge we needed to be our
own governors. But there is no
guarantee that we will continue
to have journalism as we have
known it. Consider the panora-
ma of waste and destruction
that surrounds us today:

Local television news, still the
primary source of information
for most Americans [according
to a 2016 study conducted by
Pew Research Center] has
become a slurry of weather,
crime, and diet tips. In a grow-
ing number of markets, TV sta-
tions barely produce their own
news. Instead, they buy a pack-
age of stories from a nominal
competitor and slap a new logo
on it or, worse yet, they broad-
cast “video news releases” gen-
erated by public relations
agencies to take the place of the
news stories that used to be
produced by journalists, whom
the TV stations have of course
laid off. 

Local radio, once the most
affordable and accessible medi-
um for news and comment
about our communities, has
been obliterated by the
Telecommunications Act of

As goes journalism, so will go
American democracy.

”
“

George Orwell was onto something with that “Big Brother” thing. Great description for the totalitarian state. 
Great image of the master manipulator who knows what we do and even, perhaps, what we think. 

But it’s all so dated now. The fascist future where “Big Brother is watching you”.

UNITED
FOREVER

From Down the News Hole by ROBERT MCCHESNEY & JOHN NICHOLS

cover story



CONTINUES ON PAGE 31
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headingTime to Stand Up
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by DAN RATHER

NOW IS A time when none
of us can afford to remain seated or
silent. We must all stand up to be
counted.  History will demand to
know which side were you on. This
is not a question of politics or party
or even     policy. This is a question
about the very fundamentals of our
beautiful experiment in a pluralis-
tic democracy ruled by law.

When I see neo-Nazis raise
their hands in terrifying
salute, in public, in our
nation’s capital, I shudder in
horror. When I see that action
mildly rebuked by a boiler-
plate statement from the
President-elect whom these
bigots have praised, the anger
in me grows. And when I see
some in a pliant press turn
that mild statement into what

they call a denunciation I can-
not hold back any longer. 

Our Declaration of Indepen-
dence bequeaths us our cher-
ished foundational principle:
“We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.”

These truths may be self-evi-
dent but they are not self-
replicating. Each generation
has to renew these vows. 

This nation was founded as an
opposite pole to the capri-
ciousness of an authoritarian
monarch. We set up institu-
tions like a free press and an
independent court system to

protect our fragile rights. We
have survived through bloody
spasms of a Civil War and a
Civil Rights Movement to
extend more of these rights to
more of our citizens. But the
direction of our ship of state
has not always been one of
progress. We interned
Japanese Americans, Red
Baited during the McCarthy
era, and more. 

I feel the rip tide of regression
once again swelling under my
feet. But I intend to remain
standing. 

In normal times of a transition
in our presidency between an
incoming and outgoing
administration of differing
political parties, there is a cer-
tain amount of fretting on one
side and gloating on the other.
And the press usually takes a
stance that the new adminis-
tration at least deserves to
have a chance to get started—
a honeymoon period. 

But these are not normal
times. This is not about tax
policy, health care, or educa-
tion— even though all those
and more are so important.
This is about racism, bigotry,
intimidation and the specter of
corruption. 

A free press and an independent 
court system protect our fragile rights.

”
“



CONTINUES ON PAGE 20
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How Wars Begin
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Dehumanization is a predeces-
sor of war. When you see your
opponents as subhuman in
their morals, conscience, or
intelligence, then you will have
to defeat them by force
because moral or rational per-
suasion won’t do it. That is
what the above-quoted com-
ments imply.

The dehumanization runs top
to bottom, from the headlines
in major news outlets to the
comments on Facebook and
Twitter. Photos of political
candidates chosen to provoke
contempt, statements taken
deliberately out of context—

the no-holds-barred tactics of
war. 

Both sides feature the most
outrageous comments made
by partisans of the other side,
seeking to indict all of them
through guilt by association.
Similar to the atrocity stories
used to whip up war hysteria

among a pacifist public before
World War One, these reports
polarize the electorate and sow
paranoia and distrust.

If you read only one side, you
don’t know that the other side
expresses the same outraged

WINTER 2016-17

Dehumanizing narratives 
are never the truth.

”
“

“Their stupidity is amusing.”

“They will never change.”

“Anyone who voted for Killary has already 
been drugged and taken the stupid pill.”

“Are Trump supporters too
dumb to know they’re dumb?”

“People should get hated for voting
for Johnson because he is a moron.”

“Stopping Trump is essential. Anyone who says
otherwise is either foolish or blinded by privilege.”

“Hillbots have complete inability to do
anything except parrot their hero Shillary’s endless lies.”

“Disgusting, twisted 
human beings.”

by CHARLES EISENSTEIN

ANYONE WHO reads Facebook or
pretty much any political website is sure to
see comments like these that dehumanize
not only the opposing candidate, but also
the candidate’s supporters. This polariza-
tion and vitriol, unprecedented in my life-
time, had me more concerned than the
prospect of an evil candidate winning. It is
as if what is really going on here is a prepa-
ration for civil war.



CONTINUES ON PAGE 14
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1996, which allowed massive
consolidation of ownership
and mass layoffs of on-air tal-
ent. In many communities it is
all but impossible to find local
radio reporting, local talk
shows, or local DJs.

As for newspapers, well, the
American Society of News
Editors says only [32,900]
newsroom employees remain
nationwide [according to the
2015 census]. The math is sim-
ple. Journalism is dying.

Or maybe not. Maybe, dear
reader, you imagine that the
Internet is filling the void. It’s
a lovely fantasy; and we have
worked hard to make it so. We
have organized, spoken for,
written about, and champi-
oned Net neutrality, broad-
band access, and the great
promise of the World Wide
Web. Over the years, we have
advised and participated in
numerous online journalism
ventures. We want them to
succeed.

But in our research, we have
studied how well digital news
gathering and distribution is
filling the void created by the
decline of old media. In short:
It isn’t.

Public relations flacks have
been big players in news for a
long time, and the best
reporters always struggled
against their influence. But
our “news” is fast becoming
propaganda. It is an environ-
ment where scoundrels will
thrive. It is a golden age for
conspiracy theorists and dem-
agogues; it will be a nightmare
for democracy. What happened?

Let’s put it this way: what if,
beginning in the 1980s,
President Reagan and the FCC
had ordered commercial news
media to cut back on their
resources for journalism and
to emphasize stories fed to
them by the government, cor-
porations, and trade associa-
tions? What if in the 1990s,
President Clinton and the
Justice Department had
ordered the news media to
close their foreign and
Washington bureaus and

forced them to abandon inves-
tigative, science, and labor
journalism? And what if
President Obama went even
further, requiring the nation’s
newsrooms to reduce their
workforces by 50% and to stop
covering downticket election
races? What if the news media
had been ordered to approve
of US foreign wars and to lay
off stories about emerging
financial bubbles?

Actually, it’s easy to guess the
answer: moves like these
would have triggered a politi-
cal upheaval that would have
made Watergate look like a
day at the beach. And, in the
face of a clearly defined assault
on the press, the great mass of
Americans, on the left and the
right, would have risen in fury.

The news media figured 
out that they could make more 
money by gutting, warping, and 
then abandoning journalism.

”
“

COVER STORY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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by SEAN PATRICK HUGHES

IN TODAY’S information envi-
ronment, it is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to find facts, data and objective
context to important events of our times
that are not skewed by a predetermined
agenda. We’ve lost the signal in the
noise. Sean Patrick Hughes founded
Chartwell West to address social issues,
politics, foreign policy or anything else
that actually matters with the mission of
objectivity. 

I’m not a liberal. I’m not a safe
space, social crusader. I’m not
a sore loser who can’t get over
the fact that Hillary Clinton
wasn’t elected president. The
notion that I had to put what
lukewarm support I had for a
candidate behind her was a
source of great frustration for
me. I am, at my very core,
someone with conservative
foundations. 

I believe that men and women,
whenever possible, should be
free to live their lives without
government intervention. My
family and my Christian faith
are the center of my life. I like
my guns. Chances are, I’m bet-
ter than you at using them.
I’ve worked with and for the
toughest most dangerous men
on the planet— men you’ve
read books about, men you’ve
seen movies about. I’ll never
claim to be one. But I’ve
proven myself useful in their
presence. I share this with you
so you understand where and
who the message I’m about to
deliver comes from.

I’ve been all over this planet.
And there’s a troubling obser-
vation that I’ve made on my
way. It’s that mankind, when
left to our own devices, does
not naturally accept different

people. Whether I saw Sunni
and Shia in Iraq refusing to
recognize the humanity of the
other because of relatively
nuanced differences in their
common faith, or tribal war-
fare and genocide in sub-
Saharan Africa, or racial
oppression and modern slav-
ery of East Asia, the ingrained
need to divide and subjugate
others is ever present. In

mankind’s darkest moments,
the most common culprit has
been that division.

For most of the last seventy
thousand years, since the cog-
nitive revolution of man drove
us to organize, we’ve pro-
grammed ourselves to trust
and support those that are
similar to us. The result is that
there have been frighteningly
few societies in the history of
mankind which have not been
separated by either race, class
or gender. 

Where there is one race, we
make caste systems. Where
lack of structure provides no
castes, we subjugate gender.
It’s as consistent across time
and region as the number of
our limbs or the shape of our
organs. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 17
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What Now?
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We took one giant leap backward on
the arc of our journey to one people.

”
“



CONTINUES ON PAGE 18

What’s amazing is that pretty
much everything described in
the prior paragraph— except
the uprising— has actually
happened over the past gener-
ation, only not as the result of
government fiat. Instead,
these developments were the
result of moves by the compa-
nies that own the news media,
which figured out that they
could make more money by
gutting, warping, and then
abandoning journalism.

Whatever the cause, the effect
on our political culture has
been pretty much the same.
We are coming close to the day
when this pillar of democracy
will cease to exist.

But the response of politicians,
pundits, and the public to the
ongoing collapse of journalism
has been the polar opposite of
what would it would have been
had government’s heavy hand
been responsible. For the most
part it has been a gigantic
snoozefest.

It is this silence that is the true
crisis before us. Journalism’s
free fall is understandable and
even solvable, once we dispel
our illusions about our tradi-
tion of press freedom and
grasp the conditions that are
actually necessary for a demo-
cratic press.

The first myth that must go is
the notion that the entirety of
the free press tradition is the
absence of government inter-
ference. As long as the govern-
ment stays out of the way, we
have been taught, a free press
is all but certain, because
entrepreneurs competing to
maximize profit will provide
the exact quantity and quality
of journalism that a free socie-
ty needs, period. Any govern-
ment involvement, no matter
how well intended, will be
worse than doing nothing at
all. At best, this is a half truth;
more accurately, it is largely
bogus.

From the dawn of the Republic
until deep in the nineteenth
century, the federal govern-
ment provided enormous
postal and printing subsidies,
spawning the largest output of
newspapers and periodicals
per capita in the world at that
time. These subsidies were
deliberately spread around to
ensure that all major parties
and viewpoints were repre-
sented. At no time were the
printing subsidies monopolized
by a single party or faction.

As a result of all this, the US
once had a print culture that
was richer and more diverse
than that of any other country.
If the federal government
today devoted the same per-
centage of GDP to journalism
subsidies as it did in the first
half nineteenth century, they
would total around $30 billion
annually. By way of compari-
son, the federal subsidy for
public broadcasting amounted
to just over [$445 million in
2014].

We are now left to face the
naked truth: journalism is a
public good, much like nation-
al defense or public education.
It is something a society
requires but that the market
cannot produce in sufficient
quantity or quality.

We are not the only ones to
notice this. The Supreme
Court has long recognized the
government’s positive role in
press freedom, stating that the
Constitution presupposes that
a viable independent fourth
estate exists, and that the
“Free Press guarantee is, in
effect, a structural part of the
Constitution,” as Justice
Potter Stewart put it in 1975.
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Trump has perfected the art of
anti-politics at a time when
the public detests politics.
Which is why so many experts
in how politics used to be
played have continuously
underestimated his chances.

In this era of anti-politics,
it’s possible for anyone with
enough ego, money, and
audacity— in other words,
Donald Trump— to do it all
himself: declaring himself a
candidate; communicating

with and mobilizing voters
directly through Twitter and
other social media; and getting
free advertising in mainstream
media by being outrageous,
politically incorrect, and snide.
Official endorsements became
irrelevant.

Donald Trump wouldn’t have
become president without
three sets of enablers.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY

For years the GOP has nur-
tured xenophobia, racism,
fact-free allegations, and wan-
ton disregard for democratic
institutions. Republican fear-
mongering over immigrants
predates Trump. It forced
Marco Rubio to abandon his
immigration legislation, and
in 2012, pushed Mitt Romney
to recommend “self-deporta-
tion”. During this year’s

Republican primaries, Ben
Carson opined that no Muslim
should be president of the
United States, and Jeb Bush
and Ted Cruz suggested Syrian
refugees be divided into
Christians and Muslims, with
only the former allowed entry.

Trump’s disdain of facts is also
preceded by a long Republican
tradition— denying, for exam-
ple, that carbon emissions
cause climate change, and tax
cuts increase budget deficits.

And Trump’s threats not to be
bound by the outcome of the
election are consistent with
the GOP’s persistent threats to
shut down the government
over policy disagreements,
and oft-repeated calls for nul-
lification of Supreme Court
decisions.

THE MEDIA 

“Trump is arguably the first
bona fide media-created
presidential nominee,” con-
cluded a study by Harvard’s
Shorenstein Center on Media,
Politics, and Public Policy. By
mid-March 2016, the New
York Times reported that
Trump had received almost
$1.9 billion of free attention
from media of all types— more
than twice what Hillary
Clinton received and six times
that of Ted Cruz, Trump’s
nearest Republican rival.

Architects of Devolution

The majority of media is no longer a
source of fact-based truth telling.

”
“

by ROBERT REICH

FORMER SECRETARY of Labor,
Robert Reich, predicted both the GOP nomi-
nation and election win for Donald Trump—
identifying his enablers as the GOP and the
Democratic Party, and most importantly, the
breakdown of the media as a source of fact-
based truth telling and as a mediator
between the news and the public. 



TERRY MACK
____________________

Our faith in God, belief in humanity and the
equality of all human beings— we should see
each other as children of God, even if we worship
God differently— that is how we draw closer as
a human family.

ANTHONY SILVA
____________________

Being honest and demonstrating integrity 
creates trust between people and that trust 
creates a way to make difficult times easier 
to get through together. 

LILY CARTER
____________________

Faith in God. That really sums it up. Faith in God
binds us together. Faith in God unites us.

TRAVIS HASTINGS
____________________

It’s unfortunate but tragedy brings us together.
People respond and show their support and love in
a crisis and then that unity fades until something
else happens. 

KIM FINLEY
____________________

Hate speech and hate actions dominate our lives,
the media and our politics. If we interact with
each other with love in our hearts— that has the
power to heal all that hatred.

RUSS JORDAN 
____________________

We all hope for good things in the future and 
we all also have fears and worries about the
future— we all share this and we're all in 
this together. 

TAKE A STAND CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
Have a great answer to the question?

Send it to: questions@readermagazine.net

THE PEOPLE SPEAK
What has the power to bind us together? 

Interviews by BOO RIVERA, Photography by OLIVIA LANZA
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Fifty years ago in America, we
made the first real effort, at
scale, in the history of man, to
change it in a society as
diverse as ours. And since
then, we’ve made great but
imperfect progress. The work
isn’t done. But we’re further
than where we were 50 years
ago. When we get there and
make good on the promise
penned by our forefathers, it
will be the greatest, rarest
accomplishment in our history.

On election Tuesday, we took
one giant leap backward on
the arc of our journey to one
people. And over the next four
days, I was bombarded by
explanations of why Donald J.
Trump was just elected presi-
dent. I don’t need any more.

I didn’t need them in the first
place. I know why he was
elected. He was elected
because the only message that
matters for the American gov-
ernment in 2016 is a need for
change.  

And when the alternative to
that change was someone who
moved into the White House
when I was fifteen, I’m 40
now, that choice was clear for

some. But it was a choice. And
the ultimate choice that was
made, the one people will
remember a hundred years
from now, was a willingness to
ignore personal decency and
fair treatment towards people
who are different in service to
that change. 

That was the choice that the
minority of the American elec-
torate made. That was the
choice that about a quarter of
eligible American voters made.

I’m not here to argue the legit-
imacy of the results. And I
don’t get to pick and choose
whether I support democracy
because of the outcomes. 

I won’t tell you that you are a
racist or a bigot if you voted
for Donald Trump. I won’t
even tell you that you person-
ally are indecent. But I will tell
you what you just bought with
your choice. 

You bought a very vigilant,
sensitive and loud American
majority who will cry foul at
the drop of a hat for anything
that resembles attacks on
those we have fought so hard
for these last fifty years.
Because what you showed us
with his nomination and your
vote in the election, is that you
can’t be trusted to do it with-
out us.

Many of my devout conserva-
tive friends were remarkably
quiet when their candidate
trashed their personal values.
And they were remarkably
quiet when their candidate
made inexcusable first hand
remarks about minorities,
women and disabled Ameri-
cans. And they were remark-
ably quiet when the dark
forces of white supremacists
aligned themselves in support

WHAT NOW? CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Illustration: Michal Pecko

You no longer have any 
excuse not to condemn hate.

”
“
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The Supreme Court was saying
that not only does the First
Amendment permit the gov-
ernment to support independ-
ent news media, in a pinch it
requires it.

But before we arrive at the
answer to journalism's trou-
bles, we have to overcome the
other great myth of the sub-
ject: that the Internet both
caused and will solve the cri-
sis. The crisis in commercial
journalism began long before
Google [and Facebook] exist-
ed. Cutbacks, demoralization,
and deterioration of the news
media began in earnest in the
1980s. What the Internet did
was to accelerate and make
irreversible the industry’s self-
destruction. It merely pushed
over a tottering giant.

Had the media companies
managed their papers respon-
sibly, the arrival of the
Internet wouldn’t have been
such an immediate problem.
In Norway, for example, a
nation more “wired” than the
US, readership of newspapers
remains quite strong. Nor-
wegians consume roughly
three times the number of
daily print newspapers per
capita as Americans. 

With no sense of contradiction,
the same people who blame
the Internet for destroying
journalism insist that the
Internet will somehow be our
salvation. Since they can imag-
ine no other solution, those
concerned about journalism
are reduced to praying that the
digital realm will magically
produce a new regime for the
production and distribution of
news. It is an entirely faith-
based proposition.

It begins and ends with the
assumption that the existing
news media, along with entre-
preneurs, will eventually find
some digital business model
that will make it profitable
again to employ many tens of
thousands of people to gener-
ate the news. But what if they
don’t?

Let us speak plainly: no mod-
els for making Web journalism
profitable have been devel-
oped. It is unlikely that one
ever will be developed. The
biggest news-oriented Web
initiatives get by, where they
can, on handouts from foun-
dations and wealthy donors.
For the most part, even the
best Internet sites merely
aggregate and analyze reports

from old media rather than
generating their own reports.

What’s the plan? For the most
part, American publishers are
following Rupert Murdoch’s
call for building “paywall”
across the Web that would
require readers to pay for their
news stories. The ad dollars
that have heretofore support-
ed the news are still missing,
and it will require a fairly high
fee to replace them. More omi-
nously, it will require a strictly
policed cartel. If people can
get adequate material for free,
they are not going to pay
Murdoch and his buddies for it.

A second way of thinking
about the Internet is simply to
say “good riddance” to the
commercial news media and
look to citizen Web sites and
blogs to revolutionize journal-
ism. After all, the blogosphere
has brought countless great
talents to the fore. 

COVER STORY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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The most democratic nations in the
world are those with the largest public
media and journalism subsidies.

”
“
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There is something about the
differences in skill, determina-
tion, lineage, avarice, and pure
luck that stratifies most people
from the rulers who dominate
them. In the political realm,
the few become dominant
because they hoard wealth and
are driven to exercise power
over others. When a small
group of people rules a society
the political system is consid-
ered an oligarchy; when only
money and wealth determine
how a society is controlled, the
political system is a plutocracy.

From the standpoint of a dem-
ocratic society, both oligarchy
and plutocracy are inherently
unjust and corrupt.

Of course there are variations
in the degrees of authoritari-
anism and cruelty that each
system exercises over the com-
munities it relies upon for
workers and wealth. Scholars
have resorted to using phrases
like “benign dictatorships” or
“wise rulers” or “paternalistic
hierarchies”— to describe

lighter touches by those few
who impose their rule over the
many. Thomas Paine simply
called them tyrannies. 

People, families, and commu-
nities can only take so much
abuse before they rise up to
resist. The job of the rulers is
always to find that line and
provide the lowest level of pay,
security, housing, consumer
protection, healthcare, and
political access for society so
that they can extract and
hoard the greatest amount of

wealth, power, and immunity
from justice for themselves. In
many ways, the majority of
Americans live in a democracy
of minimums, while the privi-
leged few enjoy a plutocracy of
maximums.

In a plutocracy, commercial-
ism dominates far beyond the
realm of economics and busi-
ness; everything is for sale,
and money is power. But in an
authentic democracy, there
must be commercial-free

Breaking Through Power

We live in a democracy of 
minimums, while the privileged few
enjoy a plutocracy of maximums.

”
“

by RALPH NADAR

WHEN I WAS A student at
Princeton University I learned from
my anthropology studies that the con-
centration of power in the hands of
the few is common to all cultures,
societies, nations, tribes, cities, towns,
and villages. Even where the thirst for
self-governance and democracy is
strong— as was the case in New
England towns before the American
Revolution against King George III—
wealthy Tories were there too. In
Central and Western Massachusetts,

the farmers used the term “the River Gods” to describe the rich
merchants using the Connecticut River as a profitable trading
route. These days, most people protesting for economic justice use
the term “the One Percent” to describe the ultra-small group of
people who wield enormous influence over our society today.
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grievances as yours does. Most
of my readers are probably
familiar with articles about
gun-toting “poll watchers”
sent by Trump operatives to
intimidate voters. But unless
you read right-wing media,
you won’t be aware of its
earnest, indignant articles
about agents provocateur from

the Clinton camp seeking to
sow violence at Trump rallies.
Each side claims the other
exaggerates and misconstrues.
Each side is constructing a
reality in which the other is
hideous.

Reading right-wing and left-
wing news sites side by side,
one gets the impression that
reality has diverged into two. I
read both, in order to under-
stand the sickness that has
infected my country. Headline
news in one camp is totally
absent from the other. It isn’t
just the interpretation of the
news that is different— the
two sides don’t even agree on
fundamental facts. 

Here’s how one Facebook
commentator, Amelia Bagwell,
describes the experience of
reading a conservative friend’s
news feed: “News agencies I
have never heard of with bold
headlines of ‘Breaking News’
announcing Hillary Clinton’s
pending arrest. Trump is sec-
ond to none in morality,
decency and honor…loves
Jesus…and is a perfect exam-
ple of a Godly family man. If
the same stories are reported,
they are akin to reading two
different languages. We are
divided not just ideologically,
but at a core level of raw infor-
mation.”

Such a gulf of perception
inflamed by hatred presents a
very dangerous situation.

I will not venture an opinion
on whether the candidates
themselves are hideous. We
live in a system that encour-
ages and rewards corrupt and
even psychopathic behavior.

What I do know, though, is
that the vast majority of ordi-
nary people are not the car-
toonish caricatures of human
beings that political rhetoric
has made them out to be. They
have an experience of life, a
history, a convergence of cir-
cumstances that has brought
them to their opinions. Just
like you.

Statements like those quoted
above create a climate for
extreme measures. Take them
seriously, and you have to con-
clude that there are an awful
lot of people out there who just
need to be locked up, medicat-
ed, forcibly re-educated, or
maybe shot. They are repre-
hensible, appalling— they are
deplorable.

HOW WARS BEGIN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

People are not cartoonish 
caricatures of human beings 
political rhetoric creates.

”
“

Illustration: Patrick Bremer 
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White working and middle-
class fellow citizens— out of
anger and anguish— rejected
the economic neglect of
neoliberal policies and the
self-righteous arrogance of
elites. Yet these same citizens
also supported a candidate
who appeared to blame their
social misery on minorities,

and who alienated Mexican
immigrants, Muslims, black
people, Jews, gay people, women
and China in the process.

This lethal fusion of economic
insecurity and cultural scape-
goating brought neoliberalism
to its knees. In short, the
abysmal failure of the
Democratic party to speak to
the arrested mobility and
escalating poverty of working
people unleashed a hate-filled
populism and protectionism
that threaten to tear apart the
fragile fiber of what is left of
US democracy. And since the
most explosive fault lines in
present-day America are first
and foremost racial, then gen-
der, homophobic, ethnic and
religious, we gird ourselves for
a frightening future.

What is to be done? First we
must try to tell the truth and a
condition of truth is to allow
suffering to speak. For 40
years, neoliberals lived in a
world of denial and indiffer-
ence to the suffering of poor
and working people and
obsessed with the spectacle of
success. 

Second we must bear witness
to justice. We must ground our
truth-telling in a willingness to
suffer and sacrifice as we resist
domination. 

Third we must remember
courageous exemplars like
Martin Luther King Jr., who
provide moral and spiritual
inspiration as we build mul-
tiracial alliances to combat
poverty and xenophobia, Wall
Street crimes and war crimes,
global warming and police
abuse— and to protect pre-
cious rights and liberties.

The age of Obama was the last
gasp of neoliberalism. Despite
some progressive words and
symbolic gestures, Obama
chose to ignore Wall Street
crimes, reject bailouts for

A New Era is Here

This calls forth the best of who 
we are and what we can do.

”
“
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by CORNEL WEST

THE NEOLIBERAL ERA in
the US ended with a neofascist bang.
The political triumph of Donald
Trump shattered the establishments in
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties— both wedded to the rule of Big
Money and to the reign of meretricious
politicians.

The Bush and Clinton dynasties were
destroyed by the media-saturated lure
of the pseudo-populist billionaire with
narcissist sensibilities and ugly, fascist

proclivities. The monumental election of Trump was a desperate
and xenophobic cry of human hearts for a way out from under the
devastation of a disintegrating neoliberal order— a nostalgic
return to an imaginary past of greatness.
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DECEMBER
DEC 2-3
Winterfest
Cherry Valley
Community
Center

Old fashioned country Christmas. Snow
hill, hayrides, fire truck rides, caroling,
food, arts & crafts and a visit from
Santa & Mrs. Claus, Fri 4-9pm, Sat 2-8pm 
Info: 951-845-9555 General Admission: $3 
Kids 3 & under FREE

DEC 2 - 5 
Feast of Lights
University of Redlands Memorial Chapel
A celebration of scripture, poetry, music
and drama. Fri, Sat & Mon 8pm/Sun 4pm 
Info: 909-748-8116
General Admission $25, Seniors $15,
Students $10, $5 UofR Students
Info: 909-748-8011 sites.redlands.edu

DEC 2 - 18
The Organic Galleries Christmas Market  
Highland Springs Ranch & Inn
Shop 10 farm boutiques featuring 
handmade goods from the 123 Farm, 
enjoy horse carriage rides, lavender hot
chocolate & a visit from Santa.
Fri 5pm-8pm, Sat Noon-8pm,
Sun 10am-3pm Info: 951-845-1151
www.hsresort.com
FREE Lavender Hot Chocolate with 
your Reader Magazine 

DEC 3
YMCA Kids Christmas Parade
Starts on 21st St. and ending on
Highland Ave. Enjoy marching bands,
holiday decorated floats & Santa 
10am-1pm, Holiday Jubilee at San
Bernardino YMCA follows the parade
with games, performances, arts & crafts
Info: 909-881-9622 
www.ymcaeastvalley.org FREE

DEC 3
Phineas Festival 
Banning Community Center
Enjoy local arts & crafts, carolers &
choir, game booths, antique firetrucks,
tree lighting, a visit from Santa & 
Mrs. Claus 2-7pm, Info: 951-922-4911 
www.banningculturalalliance.org FREE

DEC 3
Christmas Concert 
Loma Linda Academy 4:30-6pm 
Info: 909-796-0161 www.lla.org FREE

DEC 3 [Rain Date Dec 10]
Redlands Community Christmas Parade
Parade begins on Citrus Ave. & Orange St.
6pm, Info: 909-748-0637 FREE

DEC 3 - 23
It’s a Wonderful Life 
LifeHouse Theater in Redlands
Fri & Sat 7:30pm, Sunday matinees
2:15pm, Ticket prices range $16-$20, 
group & child discounts
Info: 909-335-3037 lifehousetheater.com

calendar
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DEC 12 - 20 Happy Hanukkah

DEC 4
Holiday Classic Run
Half Marathon, 5K and 1/4 mile Elves
Trot for kids 3-6, Start time 7am
Info: 909-264-9517 www.lopersclub.org

DEC 4
YMCA Holiday Home Tour 
Tour historic Redlands homes decorated
with holiday cheer, 9:30am-4:30pm
Info: 909-798-9622 Tickets pre-order $25,
day of the event $30 Patron Package
includes Champagne Brunch at
Redlands Country Club & VIP Access $75

DEC 4
Christmas Tree Lighting
Kimberly Crest House & Gardens
Bring your holiday cheer and enjoy 
carols, apple cider & traditional ginger
snap cookies with Santa. Tours $5, kids
under 12 FREE, Parking on Highland Ave.
Don’t forget your flashlight! 6-8pm
Info: 909-792-2111
www.kimberlycrest.org FREE

DEC 7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance 

DEC 10
Yucaipa Christmas Parade
Starts on California St. & Yucaipa Blvd.
Noon-3pm Info: 909-223-6140 FREE

DEC 10
Beaumont Christmas Lights Parade
Starts on Palm Ave. 6pm 
Enjoy cookies & cocoa at Beaumont Civic
Center following the parade
Info: 951-769-8524 FREE

DEC 11
Toy & Santa 
Fun Run
Loma Linda
University

Children’s Hospital 5K, Registration
opens 6:30am, Start time 8am 
$35 includes a FREE Santa suit 
Info: 909-264-9517 lopersclub.org

DEC 11
Victorian Christmas Cheer
Kimberly Crest House & Gardens
Christmas crafts & carolers 1-4pm 
Info: 909-792-2111
www.kimberlycrest.org  
FREE

DEC 25 Merry Christmas!

DEC 31
Lights for Little Lives Memorial Walk
Walk starts at the Loma Linda 
Ronald McDonald House 
3:30pm Info: www.unforgettables.org

DEC 31
Mission Inn New Year’s Eve Celebration
Enjoy live entertainment & midnight
champagne toast Info: 951-784-0300
FREE

JANUARY
JAN 1 Happy New Year!

JAN 8
Winter Wonderland
Kimberly Crest House & Gardens
A special exhibit inspired by winter,
make s’mores 1-4pm 
Info: 909-792-2111 kimberlycrest.org
FREE

JAN 14 - 15
Train Days
San Bernardino County Museum 
9am-5pm History, steam & diesel loco-
motives, games, story circle at 3:30pm,
and the Redlands Fourth of July Band
Info: 909-307-2669 or visit 
www.sbcounty.gov/museum
Admission $6, Students & Seniors $5,
Kids 5-12 are $2

JAN 15
Bridal Expo
Ontario Convention Center
Fashion show, honeymoon and 
wedding gown raffles. $10
Info:www.premierbridalshows.com

JAN 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day

JAN 28 
Inland Empire Career Fair
Doubletree Hotel in Ontario 11am-2pm
www.choicecareerfairs.com FREE

JAN 29
Highland Y Run
Arroyo Verde Elementary in Highland
Rain or Shine family fun run, 5K, 10K 
& half marathon Start times from
7:30am-9am Register: 909-425-9622
www.ymcaeastvalley.org FREE

SEND EVENTS TO: calendar@readermagazine.net
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FEBRUARY
FEB 6
Lincoln Memorial Shrine Open House
Celebrate the legacy of Abraham
Lincoln with new exhibits, live period
music & historical re-enactors.
Noon-3pm Info: 909-798-7632
www.lincolnshrine.org FREE

FEB 11
Chocolate Fantasy 
Vendors, Entertainment, Complementary
Champagne, & Silent Auction
Proceeds benefit Boys & Girls Club
serving the communities of Redlands,
Loma Linda, Mentone, & San Bernardino
Historic Mitten Building in Redlands
Black Tie & 21 and over 6:30pm-11pm
Info: 888-822-6535
General Admission: $75, At the Door: $90

FEB 14 Happy Valentines Day!

FEB 17 - 26
71st Riverside
County Fair 
& Date Festival
Riverside
County

Fairgrounds in Indio, Monster truck,
demolition derby, bull-o-rama, camel &
ostrich races, live music and date
shakes! 10am-10pm Weekdays, 
10am-Midnight Weekends
Info: 800-811-FAIR www.datefest.org 
General Admission $10, Seniors $9,
Kids $8, Veterans + 3 guests & Kids 
5 and under FREE

FEB 18 - 19
President’s Day Weekend Celebration
Lake Arrowhead Village
Live bands, the Mountain Fife and
Drum Corps, & a visit from Uncle Sam!
Info: 909-337-2533 FREE

FEB 18 - MAR 26
Peter Pan
LifeHouse Theater in Redlands
Fri & Sat 7:30pm, Sunday matinees
2:15pm Ticket prices range $16-$20, 
group & child discounts
Info: 909-335-3037 
www.lifehousetheater.com

ONGOING…
KIDS
Tiny Tots Storytime 
Redlands Smiley Library
Fun stories, songs & rhymes
Wed 10:15 & 10:045am ages 4-6
Thurs 10:15 & 10:45am ages 2-3
Info: 909-798-7565 FREE

Preschool Storytime 
Yucaipa Branch Library
Stories, songs, plays & crafts! 
Tuesdays 11am Info: 909-790-3146
FREE

Educational Kid’s Activities
Beaumont Library 
Stories, Songs & Crafts 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10am
Info: 951-845-1357 bld.lib.ca.us FREE

Children’s Craft & Storytime
Banning Public Library
Fun stories, songs & crafts 
Pajama Mondays 6pm
Baby & Toddler Tuesdays 9:15am 
Saturdays 10:45am all ages
Info: 951-849-3192 FREE

MUSEUMS
Living History Flying Days 
Planes of Fame Air Museum 
1st Sat monthly 10am-Noon
Enjoy a flight demonstration and 
Q & A session Info: 909-597-3722 
www.planesoffame.org
General Admission $11

Civil War Roundtable 
Lincoln Shrine in Redlands
2nd Wed monthly 6:30-8:30pm
Info: 909-798-7632 or 
www.lincolnshrine.org FREE

Dorothy Ramon Learning Center
Sidewalk Storytelling
2nd Sat 
monthly 1-4pm Music from all cultures
Concert Series 4th Sun monthly 3-5pm
Info: 951-849-7736 
www.dorothyramon.blogspot.com FREE

CONTINUED
FROM  PAGE 23
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CAR SHOWS
Past Pleasures Car Club
Yucaipa Blvd in Yucaipa Valley Center
1st Fri monthly 6-9pm
Info: www.pastpleasurescarclub.com
FREE

Cars & Coffee
Saleen Headquarters in Corona
Saturdays 7-9am
Bring your ride to this casual car 
meet for all makes and models
Info: www.socalcarculture.com FREE

COMMUNITY
Christmas Lighted Hayride
Greenspot Farms
1st three Fri, Sat, Sun in Dec & 
Dec 21-23 5-8pm Enjoy the lights, 
hot cocoa with Santa, pick out your 
own Christmas tree to take home!
Adults $10, Kids $8, under 4 FREE
Info: 909-794-7653 or greenspotfarms.com

Ice Skating Downtown Riverside 
Daily Nov 25 - Jan 7 Noon-11pm
$12 per hour per person, $3 skates 
military and family discounts
Info: www.riversideca.gov/fol/

Book Sale
Smiley Library in Redlands 
1st Sat monthly 10:30am-4:30pm
Fill a grocery bag of books for $5
Sat Dec 10 1pm-3:30pm Santa 
brings FREE BOOKS for the kids! 
Info: www.aksmileybookstore.com

Nativity Scene Tours & Music
Euclid Avenue in Ontario
all Fri, Sat & Sun in Dec 6-9pm
Live Christmas choir & bands,
12 award winning nativity scenes 
www.christmasoneuclid.com
FREE Donations welcomed

Learn to Line Dance
Loma Linda Senior Center
Tuesdays 1-3:30pm
Info:909-825-3273 FREE

CALENDAR CONTINUES ON PAGE 26
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FOOD
Community Garden
University of Redlands
Produce is donated to feed local 
families. Donations from your own 
harvest are welcomed
Monthly volunteer groups every Sat 10am
Open garden maintenance hours
Mon-Fri 8am-Noon Info: 909-748-8288
or www.growforthegreatergood.com

Food Truck Fest
3rd Thursday
every month
from 11am-
2pm 

at San Bernardino City Hall
Between E & D Streets
Info: facebook.com/SBThirdThursdays
@SBThirdTHursday

Highland Springs Ranch & Inn
Dec 18 Brunch with Santa 10am-2pm
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Dinner 2-7pm
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Dinner 5-9pm
Jan 1 New Year’s Brunch Buffet
10am-2pm
Prime Rib Nights Fri & Sat 5-8pm 
Burger Nights & Live Music Thurs 5-8pm 
Organic Galleries every Sat Noon-6pm
123 Farm Tours every Sat 11am & 1pm
Knitting Classes 2nd & 4th Sat monthly
Info & to RSVP: 951-845-1151
www.hsresort.com 

Palm Springs Farmers Market
East Baristo Rd. & Farrell Dr.  
Saturdays 8-Noon Oct to May
760-325-1577

LOCAL MARKET
DAYS & NIGHTS
Enjoy the Farmer's Market, 
food, art & crafts, entertainment 
and fun for the whole family in the 
following cities. 

Ask a local farmer about joining their 
CSA [Community Supported Agriculture]
to get farm fresh produce. 

Loma Linda on Anderson Street
Tuesdays 4-8pm 909-799-2827

Redlands on State Street
Thursdays 6-9pm 909-798-7629
www.redlandsmarketnight.com

Redlands Farmers Market 
at The Grove School 
corner of Iowa St. & Orange Ave.
Featuring Certified Organic Produce
Saturdays 8-Noon 909-795-7049

Redlands Farmers Market
Redlands Blvd. between 5th & 6th St.
Saturdays 8-11am 909-798-7629

Riverside Main Street Market 
University Ave. & Mission Inn Ave. 
in downtown, Thursdays 5-9pm 
951-683-7100

Yucaipa on the Boulevard 
Fridays 6-9pm 909-790-1841

Artisan Shops www.hsresort.com
Saturdays Noon-6pm 951-845-1151
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consciousness, and cultural evolution. To learn more,
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other videos at www.charleseisenstein.net 

Once the name-calling starts it
is self-perpetuating, since
anyone who says that you are a
deplorable person will seem to
you deplorable themselves.
How could they be so wrong
about you? How could they

not see your deep humanity,
the good reasons you have for
voting the way you do, your
sincere attempts to make the
world a better place? They
seem just hateful.

And so, the body politic tilts
further and further into ex-
treme polarization. This will
not end well, no matter which
side wins.

Dehumanizing narratives are
never the truth. The truth can
only be sourced from the sin-

cere question, “What is it like
to be you?” That is called com-
passion, and it invites skills of
listening, dialog, and commu-
nicating without violence or
judgement. 

Now there may be times when
such skills fail and there is no
choice but to fight. Failure is
guaranteed, though, when the
surrounding narrative casts
the opponent as evil, twisted,
disgusting, or deplorable. In
that case, war is the likely
result.

Can we please stop creating
conditions for war? Can we
please stop demonizing those
who disagree with us? Can we
stop the cheap and degrading
psychoanalyzing of our oppo-
nents? These tactics might
seem to succeed in the short
term— one side or another will
win— but in the end we have
only strengthened the climate
of hate and the mentality of war.

What can you do about it? I
suggest the following: see to it
that you imbue everything that
you post to social media, every
comment, every reply, with a
spirit of compassion and
respect. Do not let your pain
erupt forth as an implicit call
to hatred. Do not beat the
drums of war.

HOW WARS BEGIN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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Do not beat the drums of war.
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The explanation for this is
easy. Trump was already a
media personality, and his
outrageousness generated an
audience— which, in turn, cre-
ated big profits for the media.
Journalist Jim Rutenberg
reported CNN president Jeff
Zucker gushing over the
Trump-induced ratings and
CBS president Leslie Moonves
said, “It may not be good for
America, but it’s damn good
for CBS.”

Trump also used his own
unceasing tweets as a direct,
unfiltered, unchecked route
into the minds of millions of
voters. The term “media”
comes from “mediate” be-
tween the news and the public.
Trump removed the mediators.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Over the last three decades the
Democratic Party has been
taken over by Washington-
based fundraisers, bundlers,
analysts, and pollsters who
have focused instead on rais-
ing big money from corporate
and Wall Street executives,
and getting votes from upper
middle-class households in
“swing” suburbs.

While Republicans played the
race card to get the working
class to abandon the Democratic
Party, the Democrats simulta-
neously abandoned the work-
ing class. Democrats have
occupied the White House for
sixteen of the last twenty-four

years, and for four of those
years had control of both
houses of congress. But in that
time they failed to reverse the
decline in working-class wages
and jobs. 

Both Clinton and Obama
ardently pushed for free trade
agreements without providing
millions of blue-collar work-
ers, who thereby lost their
jobs, means of getting new
ones that paid as well. 

They stood by as corporations
hammered trade unions— the
backbone of the white working
class— failing to impose
meaningful penalties on com-
panies that violate labor laws.
Union membership sank from
22% of all workers during the
Clinton administration to
fewer than 12% today, and the
working class lost bargaining
leverage to get a share of the
economy’s gains. They allowed
antitrust enforcement to ossi-
fy— with the result that large
corporations have grown far
larger, and major industries
more concentrated.

The unsurprising result has
been to shift political and eco-
nomic power to big corpora-
tions and the wealthy, and to
shaft the working class. This
created an opening for dema-
goguery, in the form of Trump.
The pertinent question now is:
What, if anything, have these
enablers learned?

ARCHITECTS OF DEVOLUTION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Trump removed the mediators.
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CONTINUES ON PAGE 35

zones where the power of
human rights, citizenship,
community, equality, and jus-
tice are free from the corrupt-
ing influence of money. Our
elections and our governments
should be such commercial-
free zones; our environment,
air, and water should never
fall under the control of corpo-
rations or private owners.
Children should not be pro-
grammed by a huckstering
economy where their vulnera-
ble consciousness becomes the
target of relentless corporate
marketing and advertising.

American history demon-
strates that whenever com-
merce dominates all aspects of
national life, a host of ills and
atrocities have not just fes-
tered and spread, but become
normal— enslavement, land
grabs, war, ethnic cleansing,
serfdom, child labor, abusive
working conditions, corrupt
political systems, environ-
mental contamination, and
immunity from the law for the
privileged few. 

History also shows that when-
ever there have been periods
when enough of the country
organizes and resists, we see
movements of people and
communities breaking through
power. Progress is made.
Rights are won. Education and

literacy increase. Oppression
is diminished. 

It was in this manner that peo-
ple of conscience abolished the
living nightmare imposed by
the laws and whips of white
enslavers. The nation moved
closer to promises of “Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness” expressed in the
Declaration of Independence.
We won more control over our
work, our food, our land, our
air, and our water. Women
secured the right to vote. Civil
rights were elevated and

enforced. Public schools,
improved environments,
workplace collective bargain-
ing, and consumer protections
did not spontaneously evolve;
they were won by people
demanding them and breaking
through power.

These moments of great
progress are expressed in
terms of new legislation, regu-
lations, and judicial decisions
that directly benefit the life,
liberties, and pursuit of happi-
ness of most Americans. From
the abolition of slavery to the
introduction of seat belts,
great social gains have been
achieved when people mobi-
lize, organize, and resist the
power of the few. The problem
is that these liberating periods
of humanitarian and civiliza-
tional progress are of shorter
duration than the relentless
commercial counterforces that
discourage and disrupt social
movements and their net-
works of support. Some com-
mentators have used the
bizarre term “justice fatigue”
to describe the pullback that
often occurs when communi-
ties of resistance are faced
with increased surveillance,
infiltration, harassment, and

BREAKING THROUGH POWER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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Our elections and government
should be commercial-free zones.
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TAKE A STAND CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

JIM BOWERS
____________________

We unite when something we value is in danger
and it is in those most difficult times that we
work together to set things right.

LORNA JOHNSON
____________________

One of the most basic things that bind us
together is humor. When you share a laugh with
somebody it’s an ice breaker and it makes you
feel good too.

MICHAEL ROSTEN
____________________

We all feel the same emotions— all of us 
understand pain, happiness, pride— we can all
understand when others feel these emotions. 

KRISTINA MITCHELL
____________________

We each retain our own uniqueness and even
that individuality unites us. In America, we are
united by our right to our own opinions and the
freedom to express them.

KEVIN GONZALEZ
____________________

Having common goals can bind us together. 
It could be as simple as we want our country to
be prosperous and as long as we can all agree
on that, then our politics don't matter. What
matters is our common focus. 

BOB JOHNSON  
____________________

The most basic and most powerful way to 
connect to another person is to listen. That’s how
friendships are forged.

THE PEOPLE SPEAK
What has the power to bind us together? 

Interviews by BOO RIVERA, Photography by OLIVIA LANZA

Have a great answer to the question?
Send it to: questions@readermagazine.net



DAN RATHER is a journalist of six decades, now anchors
his own production Dan Rather Reports, and founded
News & Guts Media to combine all forms of media to
tell stories journalistically. This article originally
appeared as a social media post on his Facebook page.

Learn more at www.newsandgutsmedia.com

But as I stand I do not despair,
because I believe the vast
majority of Americans stand
with me. To all those in
Congress of both political par-
ties, to all those in the press, to
religious and civic leaders
around the country— your
voices must be heard. 

I hope that the President-elect
can learn to rise above this and
see the dangers that are brew-
ing. If he does and speaks
forcibly, and with action, we
should be ready to welcome
his voice. But of course I am
deeply worried that his selec-
tions of advisors and cabinet
posts suggests otherwise. 

To all of you I say, stay vigi-
lant. The great Martin Luther
King, Jr. knew that even as a
minority, there was strength
in numbers in fighting tyran-
ny. Holding hands and march-

ing forward, raising your voice
above the din of complacency,
can move mountains. And in
this case, I believe there is a
vast majority who wants to see
this nation continue in toler-
ance and freedom. But it will
require speaking. 

Engage in your civic govern-
ment. Flood newsrooms or TV
networks with your calls if you
feel they are slipping into the
normalization of extremism.
Donate your time and money
to causes that will fight to pro-
tect our liberties. 

We are a great nation. We
have survived deep challenges
in our past. We can and will do
so again. But we cannot be
afraid to speak and act to
ensure the future we want
for our children and grand-
children.

TIME TO STAND UP CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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Raising your voice above the din of
complacency can move mountains.

”
“

“The simple act of an ordinary courageous 
person is not to take part, not to support lies! 
Let that come into the world and even 
reign over it, but not through me. 

Writers and artists can do more: they can 
vanquish lies! ...Lies can stand up against much

in the world, but not against art.”

— Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn



SEAN PATRICK HUGHES is a writer, tech leader, veteran, 
special needs dad and founder of the nonprofit Care For 
Us and Chartwell West. Learn more at www.care4us.org

and read more of his work at www.chartwellwest.com

of their candidate. I under-
stand why. 

You couldn’t live with the
alternative. So you rational-
ized out of fear that speaking
up would enable it. 

Well, that risk is gone now.
You avoided the end you
couldn’t live with. That excuse
is gone. And now it’s fair to say
that tolerance of that behavior
from here on can only be seen
as an endorsement of it. 

So when there’s a KKK rally in
North Carolina to celebrate
the election of the candidate
you support, you no longer
have any excuse not to con-
demn it with the same uncom-
promising vigor that you
condemned Hillary. Let’s see
the memes. Let’s see the
Facebook posts. Let’s see the
outrage.

Perhaps the rest of America
can trust you to hold the
leader of our government to
the change you so uncompro-
misingly sought. But we won’t
trust you to look out for our
fellow Americans who are dif-
ferent. So get ready for four
years of vocal, loud, peaceful I
pray, dissent. 

If you thought the core Trump
supporters would be loud if
Hillary Clinton won, what do
you think is going to happen
now that you’ve marginalized
a group that has much more to

lose than freedom from back-
ground checks for guns and a
ten percent lag in wage growth? 

At stake for them is participa-
tion in our society. And if their
vocal insistence on it is some-

thing you aren’t willing to
tolerate, then perhaps you
might consider a different
path in thirty months when
you get to choose your next
leader without the looming
evil of Hillary excusing your
choice. You can’t point to her
any more as cause.

If insistence on decent treat-
ment of all Americans makes
me a liberal in the eyes of con-
servatives, then maybe we
should take some time to
reflect on who our modern
conservatives actually are. The
world is watching.
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WHAT NOW? CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

At stake for them is 
participation in our society.
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Send your answers to contests@readermagazine.netWHO? AM I

Send answers to contests@readermagazine.net with ”Who Am I” in the subject line. The winner receives $75 in gift certificates to locally-owned stores. 

My prediction that I, America’s
most celebrated investigative
journalist, made to my wife
proved right. “Honey”, I told her,
“I’m going to graduate from a
pariah to a character, and then if

I live long enough I’ll be
regarded as a national 
institution.” 

I lived long enough and by
the time I died in 1989 at
the age of 81, I was
embraced by a political and
media establishment that
had shunned me. I founded
an eponymous weekly
muck-raking journal that
my biographer described as
“the longest essay in single
handed journalism in
American history” that 
lasted for 19 years, ran to
3.5 million words and at its
peak reached 70,000 people
that included just about
everybody that mattered in

Washington, DC.  

In this age of corporation men, 
I was an independent capitalist,
the owner of my own enterprise,
subject to neither mortgager or

broker, factor or patron. In an
age when young men, setting out
on a career of journalism, must
find their niche in some huge
newspaper or magazine combine,
I was a wholly independent
newspaperman. Standing alone,
without organizational or party
backing, I tried to dig the 
truth out of hearings, official
transcripts and government 
documents, and to be as accurate
as possible, beholden to no one
but my good readers. I was even
one up on Benjamin Franklin
and The Reader Magazine— I
did not accept advertising.

No bureaucracy likes an inde-
pendent journalist. Whether capi-
talist or communist, democratic
or authoritarian, every regime
does its best to color and control
the flow of news in its favor.
There is a difference here and
I'm grateful for it. I could not
operate in Moscow as I do in

Washington. There is still free-
dom of fundamental dissent here,
if only on the edges and in small
publications.

WHO AM I?

And the winner is…

Congrats to Lorena Maldonado for
correctly identifying W.E.B. DuBois as
the answer to the most recent contest,
whose correct entry was randomly
selected from the many correct entries.   

Ill
us
tr
at
io
n:
 R
og
er
 E
be
rt

WHO AM I



34 READER MAGAZINE WWW.READER.USWINTER 2016-17

homeowners, oversee growing
inequality and facilitate war
crimes like US drones killing
innocent civilians abroad.

Rightwing attacks on
Obama— and Trump-inspired
racist hatred of him– have
made it nearly impossible to
hear the progressive critiques
of Obama. The president has
been reluctant to target black
suffering— be it in overcrowd-
ed prisons, decrepit schools or
declining workplaces. Yet,
despite that, we get celebra-
tions of the neoliberal status
quo couched in racial symbol-
ism and personal legacy.
Meanwhile, poor and working
class citizens of all colors have
continued to suffer in relative
silence.

In this sense, Trump’s election
was enabled by the neoliberal
policies of the Clintons and
Obama, that overlooked the
plight of our most vulnerable
citizens. The progressive pop-
ulism of Bernie Sanders nearly
toppled the establishment of
the Democratic party but
Clinton and Obama came to
the rescue to preserve the
status quo. And I do believe

Sanders would have beat
Trump to avert this outcome!

In this bleak moment, we
must inspire each other driven
by a democratic soulcraft of
integrity, courage, empathy
and a mature sense of
history— even as it seems our
democracy is slipping away.

We must not turn away from
the forgotten people of US
foreign policy— such as
Palestinians under Israeli
occupation, Yemen’s civilians
killed by US-sponsored Saudi
troops or Africans subject to
expanding US military presence.
As one whose great family and
people survived and thrived
through slavery, Jim Crow and
lynching, Trump’s neofascist

rhetoric and predictable
authoritarian reign is just
another ugly moment that
calls forth the best of who we
are and what we can do.

For us in these times, to even
have hope is too abstract, too
detached, too spectatorial.
Instead we must be a hope, a
participant and a force for
good as we face this catastrophe.

A NEW ERA IS HERE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

CORNEL WEST Is an author, social activist, Professor
Emeritus at Princeton and Professor of Philosophy &
Christian Practice at Union Theological Seminary. He has
also created three spoken word albums which can be

heard at his website www.cornelwest.com

We must each be a hope, 
a participant, and a force for good.
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arrest. A more accurate term is
repression.

Concentrated power in the
hands of the few really should
matter to you. It matters to
you if you are denied fulltime
gainful employment or paid
poverty wages and there are
no unions to defend your

interests. It matters to you if
you’re denied affordable
health care. It matters to you if
you’re gouged by the drug
industry and your medication
is outrageously expensive. It
matters to you if it takes a long
time to get to and from work
due to lack of good public
transit or packed highways. It

matters to you if you and your
children live in impoverished
areas and have to breathe dirt-
ier air and drink polluted

water and live in housing that
is neglected by your landlord.
It matters to you if your chil-
dren are receiving a substan-
dard education in understaffed
schools where they are being
taught to obey rather than to
question, think and imagine,
especially in regards to the
nature of power.

If you’re a little better off, it
matters to you when your
home is unfairly threatened
with foreclosure. It matters to
you when the nation is eco-
nomically destabilized due to
Wall Street’s crimes, and your
retirement account evaporates
overnight. It matters to you if
you can’t pay off your large
student loans, or if you can’t
get out from under crushing
credit-card debt or enormous
medical bills due to being
under-insured. It matters to
you if you are constantly wor-
ried about the security of your
job, or the costly care of your
children and elderly parents.

“We live in a beautiful coun-
try,” writes historian Howard
Zinn. “But people who have no
respect for human life, free-
dom, or justice have taken it
over. It is now up to all of us to
take it back.” To better assess
what it specifically takes to do
just that, it is important to
understand how the people
profiting from plutocratic
forces strategically and regu-
larly dominate old and new
circumstances with powerful
controlling processes.

BREAKING THROUGH POWER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29
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RALPH NADER is an attorney, author and political activist. 
In 1971, he founded the consumer advocacy group Public
Citizen and has continued to be an opponent of unchecked
corporate power, running multiple times for the presidency

as a Democrat and with the Green Party. Learn more at www.nader.org

Great social gains have been
achieved when people mobilize,
organize, resist the powerful few.
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But the notion that the
Internet will provide resources
for credible newsrooms or
even for journalists to support
themselves is absurd. It isn’t
happening and it will not hap-
pen. The idea that “tip jar”
donations or advertising or
foundations will yield enough
to support real journalism is
simply not supported by the
facts.

Great journalism, as Ben
Bagdikian put it, requires great
institutions. Like any complex
undertaking, it requires a divi-
sion of labor: copy editors,
fact-checkers, and proofread-
ers in addition to the handful
of well-known investigative
superstars. It requires institu-
tional muscle to stand up to
governments and corporate
power. It requires competi-
tion, so if one newsroom miss-
es a story, it will be exposed by
someone else.

None of that is happening
online. Today we have a few
thousand paid online news-
workers, interpreted liberally
to include many who do no
news gathering or reporting or
even writing. Many and proba-
bly most of them are support-
ed by some old medium that
provides the bank. When these
old media go down, the num-
ber of digital journalists will
shrink, not grow.

Merely having resources is not
enough to create great journal-
ism. Even at the zenith of the
old system, journalism relied
excessively on official
sources— people in govern-
ment and corporate power—
to set the issues and the range
of legitimate debate. We think
that we can have a journalism
far better than that. It will
require resources, but also a
new structure. We need to
embrace the new technologies,
not resist them. What we need
is a well-paid journalism sec-
tor that is complemented by
digital citizen journalism.

The only way this can happen
is with massive public subsi-
dies. And this, of course will
strike many as downright un-
American, a measure that will
lead inexorably to a totalitari-
an future. As we have men-
tioned, though, press subsidies
are as American as apple pie;
indeed, our democratic culture
was built upon them.

Whenever the idea of press
subsidies is broached, it does
not take long for someone to
raise the specter of Stalin’s
Pravda or Pol Pot’s Cambodia.
Darkness at noon! And yet
there are democratic nations
with advanced economies,
electoral systems, and civil
liberties that subsidize public
and community broadcasting
and, in some places, even
newspapers. This practice
enhances democracy and indi-
vidual freedom; it does not
threaten it.

Few of these other democra-
cies permit the type of political
meddling that is routine in
American public broadcasting.
Their broadcasting systems
are popular and are defended
by political parties from across
the political spectrum. If the
US government subsidized
public media and journalism
to the same extent per capita
as Japan and the nations of
Western Europe, we would
have to spend between $20
billion and $35 billion annually.

COVER STORY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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In Will the Last Reporter Please Turn Out the Lights (2013) Robert W.
McChesney and Victor Pickard have assembled 32 illuminating articles
on the crisis of journalism in which this article, Down the News Hole,
is included. Updated here with the most current statistics and research,
it is an insightful analysis that offers real solutions implementable today. 
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By America’s conventional
wisdom this does not com-
pute. Those nations must be
on the verge of becoming
totalitarian hellholes. But in
fact, according to the annual

Democracy Index compiled by
The Economist magazine, the
most democratic nations in
the world are the ones with the
largest public media and jour-
nalism subsidies. Moreover,
according to the pro-private
media group Freedom House,
the most thriving and uncen-
sored private news media sys-
tems in the world are found in
those democratic nations with
the largest public media and
journalism subsidies. Indeed,

all recent research on the
European press concludes that
as journalism subsidies in-
creased, the overall reporting
in those nations grew more
adversarial toward the govern-
ment in power.

Our point is not that the US
should adopt foreign models
willy-nilly. It is simply that
journalism subsidies are per-

fectly compatible with a demo-
cratic society, a flourishing
private news industry, and an
adversarial journalism. And in
times like these, when the
market is collapsing, they are

mandatory. We have no alter-
native. We must acknowledge
both that journalism is a pre-
requisite for democracy and
also that the market will not
support journalism in the
future. We have to spend public
money.

In the near term, though, we
need to move quickly. We
need to significantly increase
spending on public and com-
munity media, with the objec-
tive of hiring journalists at the
local level. We should estab-
lish a version of AmeriCorps in
which 20,000 young people
are sent out to do journalism
for nonprofit media across the
nation. 

The tired homilies about free
markets and magical tech-
nologies are about as convinc-
ing today as they were to
unemployed workers in 1931.
What we need to understand is
that we have the opportunity
to create something far better
than what we have known in
the past.

There is the most amazing
opportunity. We must seize it,
not merely to avoid a worse-
than-Orwellian future, but to
recognize once more that, as
Thomas Paine told the revolu-
tionaries of America’s found-
ing moment, “We have it in
our power to begin the world
over again.”

Journalism is a 
prerequisite for democracy.

”
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the final word
by REBECCA SOLNIT

IT’S IMPORTANT to say
what hope is not: it is not the
belief that everything was, is, or
will be fine. The evidence is all
around us of tremendous suffer-
ing and tremendous destruction. 
The hope I’m interested in is
about broad perspectives with
specific possibilities, ones that
invite or demand that we act.
It’s also not a sunny everything-
is-getting better narrative,
though it may be a counter to
the everything-is-getting worse
narrative. You could call it an
account of complexities and
uncertainties, with openings. 

“Critical thinking without hope
is cynicism, but hope without
critical thinking is naivete,” the
Bulgarian writer Maria Popova
recently remarked. And Patrisse
Cullors, one of the founders of
Black Lives Matter, early on
described the movement’s mis-
sion as “Provide hope and

inspiration for collective action
to build collective power to
achieve collective transforma-
tion. Rooted in grief and rage
but pointed towards vision and
dreams.” It’s a vision or a

dream big enough to let hope
and grief coexist. 

The tremendous human rights
achievements— not only in
gaining rights but in redefining
race, gender, sexuality, embod-
iment, spirituality and the idea
of the good life— of the past half
century have flowered during a
time of unprecedented ecologi-
cal destruction and the rise of
innovative new means of
exploitation. And the rise of
new forms of resistance, includ-
ing resistance enabled by an
elegant understanding of that

ecology and the means of
protest, as well as by new ways
for people to communicate and
organize, and new and exhila-
rating alliances across distance
and difference.

Hope locates itself in the prem-
ises that we don’t know what
will happen and that in the spa-
ciousness of uncertainty is
room to act. When you recog-
nize uncertainty, you recognize
that you may be able to influ-
ence the outcomes— you alone
or you in concert with a few
dozen or several million others. 

Optimists think it will all be
fine without our involvement;
pessimists take the opposite
position; both excuse them-
selves from acting. Hope is an
embrace of the unknown and
the unknowable, an alternative
to the certainty of both opti-
mists and pessimists. 

Hope is the belief that what we
do matters even though how
and when it may matter, who
and what it may impact, are not
things you can know before-
hand. You may not, in fact,
know them afterward either,
but they matter all the same,
and history is full of people
whose influence was most pow-
erful after they were gone.

Hope is an embrace of the 
unknown and the unknowable.

”
“

REBECCA SOLNIT is a historian and author of 17 books on
community, politics and hope. You can download her
updated edition of Hope in the Dark: Untold Histories,
Wild Possibilities (2016) at www.haymarketbooks.org

for free, and learn more at www.rebeccasolnit.net
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